Introduction
The period following the Avignon Papacy (1309-1376), the Black Death (1347) (1348) , and the Western Schism (1378-1417) is characterized by increasing calls for reform. Complaints about the decline of religious life were widespread within both the mendicant and monastic orders. In 1389, the Dominican professor of theology Heinrich of Bitterfeld wrote a treatise in which he described the causes for the decline of religious observance within his order. Furthermore, he offered a program to reform the Order of Preachers and warned his audience that a 'holy man' was needed, because it was more difficult to reform than to found a community.1 The implementation of Observant reform within the Dominican order did indeed amount to a slow process that was never fully completed.2 Nevertheless, 'holy' men, and women, responded to the call for reform, and their example and deeds stood out in the order's historiography of the period. Several modern scholars have noted that the most important of the order's historians from the fifteenth and the beginning of the sixteenth century were members of the Observant movements.3 Thus, modern historians have to be aware of both the overt and the hidden ideology in texts where Observant authors interpreted historical events in the light of the triumph of Observance. Observants considered their way of life as conforming to the rules and institutions of their pristine fathers, whereas they accused Conventuals (or non-Observants) of living an 'irregular' life. In the partisan words of the Dominican Observant Johannes
